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       Newsletter  

        Issue 11 

Foreword by Independent Chair, Bron Sanders 

This newsletter provides feedback on two conferences that have been held in this 

year half.  The first was for the Voluntary, Community and Faith sector.  It is 
essential that we ensure that the many children and young people in Kirklees who 

are accessing clubs, activities and faith groups are kept safe.  We need these 
activities to have appropriately checked volunteers and good policies and 

procedures in place to respond to children’s safeguarding needs.  The KSCB website 
has a page dedicated to supporting this sector in implementing good safeguarding 

practice. http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/safeguarding-children-
guidance.html 

The second conference was continuing our theme of Safeguarding Teenagers and 

focused on addressing risky behaviours.  We recognise the importance of equipping 
front line professionals with knowledge and skills in engaging with young people to 

equip young people to make choices that improve their outcomes and life chances. 

We are also looking forward to the launch of the “Strengthening Families” approach 

to Child Protection Conferences which aims to strengthen family engagement in the 
process.  

We are also pleased to have published the annual report from the safeguarding board 
which demonstrates the progress that has been made in the previous year, the impact 

this has had and the areas where we need to concentrate our efforts to improve. 
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KSCB Annual Report 2012 - 2013 

The Kirklees Safeguarding Children Board Annual Report has been  

published.  Working Together to Safeguard Children 2013 states that the 
“Chair of the board must publish an annual report which should provide a 

rigorous and transparent assessment of the performance and effectiveness 
of local services. It should identify areas of weakness, the causes of those 

weaknesses and the action being taken to address them…” 

In this 2012/13 report we have demonstrated how we have progressed 

against our six objectives set out in our Business Plan  

http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/managed/File/Business%

20Plan/Business%20Plan%202013%20-2016.pdf 

 

The objectives are: 

 Strengthen and develop the partnership approach to safeguard and 

promote the welfare of children 

 The incidence of child abuse and neglect is minimised 

 Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of what is done by the Local 

Authority and Safeguarding Children Board partners 

 Communicating the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of 

children and promote the work of the KSCB 

 Review and investigate all serious incidents against children in     

Kirklees  

 Develop the skills and knowledge of workers in relations to  

safeguarding children 

Overall we have reported that the board works well as a partnership,    

operating in a culture of challenge and support and that a wide range of 
partners work together on the board and in the workstreams to fulfil the 

priorities in the business plan. 

 We have made progress this year in developing practitioners’ knowledge 
and skills in safeguarding teenagers; in our approach to and raising 

awareness of child sexual exploitation; safeguarding in the faith sector; 
communicating the emerging themes in e-safety and learning from what 

young people tell us.  

We still have some work to do, for example, in engaging further with the 

voluntary, community and faith sector and there are challenges and 

changes to address with the introduction of the new Working Together to 

Safeguard Children 2013 guidance.   

http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/managed/File/Education/

Working%20Together%202013.pdf 

http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/managed/File/Business%20Plan/Business%20Plan%202013%20-2016.pdf
http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/managed/File/Business%20Plan/Business%20Plan%202013%20-2016.pdf
http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/managed/File/Education/Working%20Together%202013.pdf
http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/managed/File/Education/Working%20Together%202013.pdf
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The launch of the “Strengthening Families” approach to Child Protection 
Conferences was on October 28th.  Many of you will have accessed the 

training or briefing sessions which have been held to prepare those 

professionals involved in child protection conferences. 

 

The ‘Strengthening Families' approach to child protection conferences is 

designed to help families participate more easily in assessing risks to their 

children's safety, and to increase their engagement in the development of a 
plan. This should enable professionals to better articulate risk; assess if the 
family can instigate and maintain significant behavioural change; and 

provide a robust evidence base for decision making.  

 

A key part of the conference is the development of a safety plan. Under the 
“Strengthening Families" approach the plan is developed in response to the 
concerns, and the strengths, identified by professionals and/or family 

members, and focuses on building safety and making best use of protective 

factors. Crucially, this plan is developed before attendees make a decision 

about whether the child should be subject to a child protection plan. This is 
to ensure that families are engaged with the process of developing the plan 

and have ownership of the actions they are to undertake.  

 

These changes will have an impact on those professionals that attend 

conferences and have responsibilities under a child protection plan. Each 
agency should have a “champion” who has received a full day training on 
the new process and will be able to provide advice and support to 

professionals within their agency. 

 

New multi-agency report and review forms have been developed and are  

available on the KSCB website, together with guidance for completion.  

 

For further information on “Strengthening Families” please CLICK HERE 

http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/conferencereport.html 

and if you have not yet attended a briefing or training please CLICK HERE 

http://courses.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/frontend/course/available 
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Changes to Child Protection Conferences  

http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/conferencereport.html
http://courses.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/frontend/course/available
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After last year’s extremely successful annual multi-agency conference on 

the theme of teenagers, this year’s followed a similar theme: “Safeguarding 

Teenagers: Risky Behaviours”.  The event was held in partnership with 

Kirklees Council with the support of many of The Board’s partners.   

  

There were workshops on subjects such as risky play, anti-social            

behaviour, drug-taking, self-harm, cyber-bullying, tattooing, child sexual 

exploitation, teen pregnancy, sexual health, eating disorders, and gaming 

and addiction. There were stalls, promoting local services for the delegates 

to access. 

  

The event was opened with an inspiring talk from keynote speaker, Ben      

Ashcroft on how professionals can effectively engage with teenagers.  Ben 

is the author of the book “51 Moves”, which he describes as “a true story of 

my harrowing experiences of the social care and welfare system and my 

journey in and out of trouble.  It chronicles the 51 times I moved premises 

between 9 and 18 years of age and its impact. 51 Moves is committed to 

positive change and learning based on my experience and the experiences 

of others.”  51 Moves has received endorsement from Ofsted, stating that 

the book is essential reading for all professionals wanting to make a       

difference.  

The closing plenary was delivered by Richard Smith Head of Service for   

Integrated Youth Support with an overview of the issues which had been 

covered throughout the day and on-going work in Kirklees with our young 

people.   

There were nearly 200 delegates who attended; the majority of them a new 

audience from last year.  This conference was important to the board as the 

aim is for as many professionals as possible to have the opportunity to  

consider their practice with young people, recognise the additional         

vulnerabilities of teenagers and consider how they can engage with their 

service users in a way that encourages the young people in Kirklees to 

make good and safe choices. 
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On 25th July KSCB hosted a safeguarding event for those working or           

volunteering in the voluntary, community and faith sector. The conference 

was held in the Engaging Space at Brian Jackson House and attracted a wide 

range of participants from across the sector. The event included a range of            

information stalls from KSCB, NSPCC, Communities and Leisure, CAF Team, 

Private Fostering, Pennine Domestic Violence Groups, Lifeline and CRI,         

Integrated Youth Support Service, Barnardos and Fusion Housing. 

 

The event included a range of concise presentations on the following topics: 

 Stronger Families 

 Changes to Vetting and Barring 

 Substance misuse 

 Young people and homelessness 

 Safeguarding in Sport 

 Safeguarding in a faith setting 

 Managing allegations made against staff 

 

The aim of the event was to give those working and volunteering in the   

voluntary sector a taster of a variety of safeguarding issues that they may 

encounter and direct them to further training and support. Comments from 

the day included; “interesting Stalls and information to take away” “I didn’t 

know CRB had changed! Always good to have a refresher”, ”Very enjoyable 

and informative with people informing us they intend to revise their policies 

and pass on the information to other working in the sector. 

 

For support and guidance in safeguarding in the voluntary and community 

sector contact Rebecca.williams@kirklees.gov.uk for the faith sector contact 

Julie.hay@kirklees.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector 

Safeguarding Children Conference 
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The purpose of each Local Safeguarding Children Board is co-ordinate work 
to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and to ensure the          

effectiveness of that work. In order to fulfil that function KSCB has a three 
year Business Plan which sets out actions against its six priority objectives.  

The purpose of workstreams are for agencies to work together to drive  

forward these action plans. 
 

In Kirklees we currently have the following workstreams: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Development and Business Planning Group: has the responsibility 
for developing the business plan and setting the priorities for the board as 

well as monitoring the progress made against them.  This is where the 
board agenda is planned and set. 

 

Vulnerable Adults and their Children: is a joint workstream with Kirklees 

Adults Safeguarding Board and is represented by professionals from     

agencies who work with adults whose vulnerabilities may impact on their 

parenting capacity; for example adult mental health, domestic abuse and 

substance misuse, together with those responsible for family support and 

child protection. 

An introduction to Kirklees Safeguarding 

Children Board Workstreams 
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Serious Case Review: is the workstream that takes responsibility for    

ensuring  serious case reviews are commissioned in situations which meet 

the relevant criteria and also ensure that recommendations and learning 

from serious case reviews are monitored and embedded in practice. 

Evaluation and Effectiveness: this is where the analysis of agency data 

in respect of safeguarding is considered and where challenge is brought to 

agencies to explain areas of safeguarding that are not as effective as they 

need to be.  It is also where the s11 audit is developed which evaluates 

agencies safeguarding practices and processes. 

Learning and Development: this workstream brings together those within 

agencies who are responsible for ensuring safeguarding training is delivered 

to the appropriate staff in their agency.  They are also responsible for  

working with the learning and development officers to develop the         

multi-agency training strategy for the board and evaluate the effectiveness 

of safeguarding training in Kirklees. 

Child Sexual Exploitation: this workstream oversees the coordination of 

Kirklees approach to CSE.  It ensures the operational group is effective and 

that awareness raising and training is widely available and accessible. 

Safeguarding in Education:  The members represent head teachers; 

learning service staff; governors; HR;  safeguarding officers and the Local 

Authority Designated Officer.  The workstream ensures model policies are 

available to schools and receives a self-evaluation audit on safeguarding 

practice from each school and college in Kirklees. The Safeguarding Officers 

develop and deliver appropriate training for school staff.  

Child Death Review Panel: the function of this panel is to review any 

child death in Kirklees.  It is a joint panel with Calderdale Safeguarding  

Children Board.  The purpose is to collate information about how and why 

children have died and identify any patterns that may emerge from which 

learning can be utilised. 

E-Safety: an e-safety working group meets to ensure that model policies 

are available and that e-safety awareness is raised and/ or training made 

available, to keep children safe on-line.  The group seek to raise awareness 

of newly emerging technology and associated risks. 

An introduction to Kirklees Safeguarding 

Children Board Workstreams 
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Many of you who have been involved in the workstreams over a number of 

years will have had the privilege of working alongside Jean Selbie. 

 

Jean is a named nurse for child protection based with Locala and she retired 

this October. 

Jean has worked diligently on the Evaluation and Effectiveness workstream, 
always participating and leading on audit work and leading panels at the s11 

audit challenge events.  She is also an active member on the workstream 

and operational group for child sexual exploitation. 

 

Jean has been such a valued partner in safeguarding children in Kirklees.  
Wherever she has identified areas of weakness she has not only shared her 
concerns but has always been willing to be part of the solution.  An example 

of this was when G4S became the provider for accommodation for asylum 

seeking families in the area.  Jean was very quick to become aware that   

processes that had been in place previously to alert health and education to 
families moving in and providing families with information about services in 
the area, were no longer there, which was resulting in families moving into 

areas and not accessing health and education. Jean galvanised others into 
action and arranged meetings and network events to try to address this 

problem and to prevent vulnerable families from slipping through the net.  
This kind of action typifies Jean’s approach to safeguarding the children in 

Kirklees.   

 

We would like to acknowledge Jean’s contribution and to thank her for her 

tireless efforts and her willingness and persistence in ensuring that  
children’s wellbeing has been a priority. We would also like to wish Jean all 

the very best in her retirement  
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KSCB Staff Team Member Interview 
Name: Keely Mathews 

Job Title: Safeguarding Officer – Schools & Learning 

How long have you worked for Kirklees Safeguarding Children 
Board? 

I have been with the KSCB board for thirteen months. This first year has 

just flown by. 

What have been your highlights during this time? 

Just learning my trade; delivering training, supporting schools, analyzing 

audits and working with such a diversely experienced team.  

What do you enjoy most about working in the world of safeguarding 

children? 

I enjoy supporting education staff to safeguard their students. This can be 
through training, consultation or just as a point of contact over the phone. 

Education staff are ‘front line workers’, some dealing with safeguarding     
issues on a daily basis. My job can be very rewarding; either by teaching 

someone something new that they can put into practice or by confirmation 

that a school staff member is doing things well.   

What do you find most challenging about working in the world of 

safeguarding children? 

Balancing the needs of children and young people with the resources    

available has always been a challenge for me. In the current economic     

climate this issue is more relevant than ever. 

What would you personally like to achieve over the next year in    

relation to your role on KSCB? 

Myself and my colleagues are currently developing two new DSP 

(Designated Senior Person) courses. One will be for DSP’s new to the role 
and the other will be more advanced, specific and analytical. I am excited 

about this project and feel that this fits in very well with the new Working 

Together 2013.  

And on a lighter note, name your favourite food? 

I enjoy most foods however my ‘last supper’ would be something Caribbean, 

maybe curried goat, rice and peas. 

What is your favourite spare-time activity? 

I love spending time with family!  Those rare occasions when the house 

work is done, the weather is good and we can go out and just enjoy! 

Where is your dream holiday destination? 

Somewhere sunny with beautiful white sand beaches and clear blue seas.  
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**NEW and FREE**  

E-learning courses 
KSCB will shortly be launching 2 new e-learning courses on our website; 

Child Development and Child Accident Prevention. Both courses are free 

and can be accessed through the KSCB training course management  

system.   

The Child Development course has been developed in response to       

research showing that practitioners make better safeguarding  

assessments when they understand basic child development stages and 

theories.  

The Child Accident Prevention course has been developed in  

partnership with the Kirklees Child Accident Prevention Forum. In addition 

to practitioners this course will also be of interest to parents and carers.  

Safeguarding Briefings – Autumn Term 
2013 

 

TEENAGED PREGNANCY – Family Nurse Partnership  

Monday 16th December 3pm – 4.30pm 

This briefing will explore the prevalence of teenaged pregnancy in  

Kirklees, along with the issues relating to teen pregnancy.  There will be 
an overview of the role of the Family Nurse Partnership and its work with 

teenagers in this area. 

 

To apply for a place on any of these briefings go to 

www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.com 

Scroll down the Homepage and on the left click on the link to the Training 

Course Management System, log in and go to ‘Available Courses’. 

If you have any queries please email KSCB.Admin@kirklees.gov.uk 

If you would like to provide a safeguarding briefing for the KSCB please 

contact Becki Williams or Julie Hay, Learning & Development Officers. 

(All briefings are held at The Deighton Centre, Huddersfield) 

 

http://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.com
mailto:KSCB.Admin@kirklees.gov.uk

